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Invocation 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
C: his love endures forever.  

M: The Lord is my strength and my song;  
C: he has become my salvation.  

M: I will not die but live,  
C: and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  

M: This is the day the Lord has made;  
C: let us rejoice and be glad in it.  (Verses from Psalm 118) 

 
Hymn 

609 vs. 1-2 | We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer 

 
Responsive Reading and Prayer 

M: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous:  
C: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!  

M: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;  
C: the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”  

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

M: The Lord is God,  
C: and he has made his light shine upon us.  (Verses from Psalm 118) 

1 



M: Let us pray: 
 Lord God, truly you are good in all that you do! Accept our 

heartfelt thanks for the many blessings we receive from your 
gracious hand. You have revealed yourself to us as our refuge and 
strength. May a spirit of thankfulness always live in us. To you be 
praise now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
C: s With voices united our praises we offer; 
 To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise. 
 Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us. 
 To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise! (609 v. 3) 

 
The Word of God 

 

Scripture Lesson 

Genesis 8:18–22 

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
wives. All the animals and all the creatures that move along the 
ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—came 
out of the ark, one kind after another. 

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the 
clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The 
Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again 
will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination 
of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all 
living creatures, as I have done. 

“As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, 
summer and winter, 
day and night 
will never cease.” 

M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; 
C: make known among the nations what he has done. 
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Psalm 107 (selected verses) 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
C: his love endures forever.  

M: They cried out to the Lord in their trouble,  
C: and he delivered them from their distress.  

M: Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 
C: and his wonderful deeds for men, 

M: for he satisfies the thirsty 
C: and fills the hungry with good things. 

M: The upright see and rejoice, 
C: but all the wicked shut their mouths. 

M: Whoever is wise, let him heed these things 
C: and consider the great love of the Lord. 

 
Choir Anthem 

We Gather Together 

 
Scripture Lesson 

James 1:16–18 

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers. Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth 
through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all 
he created. 

M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; 
C: make known among the nations what he has done. 

3 



Hymn Response 

611 vs. 1, 4 | Joyously, I’ll Praise My Savior 

 
Please Stand 

 
Gospel Lesson 

Luke 19:1-10  

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by 
the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, 
because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree 
to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the 
guest of a ‘sinner.’ ” 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 
now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 
this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save what was lost.” 

M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; 
C:  make known among the nations what he has done. 

 
Please Be Seated 

 
Hymn  

597 | Now Thank We All Our God  
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Sermon  

Ephesians 1:15-16 
Thanks for No Thing 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers. 

 
Hymn  

626 | My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness 

 
  Please Stand 

 
Presentation of the Offering 

Prayer spoken by the Minister 

 
Prayer of Thanks 

M: Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have 
provided green forests and refreshing streams. You have 
arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work 
and rest. 

C: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring 
sea, and the gentle breeze. 

M: Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, 
and for food and drink. Thank you for our work, for projects that 
are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers. 
Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more 
pleasant. 

C: Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement 
and praise, and for the joys of human friendships. 
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M: Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and 
factories, for streets and highways, and for all of life that flows so 
swiftly before us. 

C: Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and 
their shouts of joy and laughter. 

M: Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the 
smiles that come from faces loved by you. 

C: Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their 
care. 

  Special prayer may be spoken here 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings. 

  Silent prayer 

M: Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word 
and sacraments, for his giving and forgiving, and for listening to 
our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of 
praise. 

C: Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in Jesus’ name: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

M: Let us praise the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; 
C:  make known among the nations what he has done. 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: Amen. 

 
  Please Be Seated 

 
Closing Hymn   

507 | Let All Things Now Living 
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November 30 — Advent Worship 
3:30pm at Good Shepherd’s and Woodlawn 

6:30pm at Good Shepherd’s 

December 7 — Advent Worship 
3:30pm at Good Shepherd’s and Woodlawn 

6:30pm at Good Shepherd’s 

December 14 — Advent Worship 
3:30pm at Good Shepherd’s and Woodlawn 

6:30pm at Good Shepherd’s 

December 22 — School Children’s Christmas Services 
6:00pm at Good Shepherd’s 

6:30pm at Lamb of God 
 

Advent Season  
Worship Schedule 




